
Ideas and Issues 
(Eigo-bunka Jijyo Jokyu)

Course Outline

The main focus of this twice-weekly advanced English Communication class is to expand 
reading, listening and especially speaking skills.  

You will read, watch, listen about and discuss a wide range of issues which affect our lives 
and the societies in which we live. You will also prepare research and presentations 
(poster/news/Powerpoint), contribute to a class blog and write a final essay.

You are expected to participate with energy and commitment.  Good attendance, attitude 
and participation are essential. Students' progress is assessed throughout the course and 
you are welcome to discuss your progress with me at any time. 

Instruction will be entirely in English. There is no textbook. Materials will be provided in 
class.

Student-centered

In order to make the class as ‘student-centered’ as possible, you will have the opportunity 
to choose the topics we will discuss. 

The following table presents your first choice of topics. You will vote for your favorite topic 
in the first class.  We will examine each topic for about three or four classes, so during the 
term we should be able to cover 5 or 6 topics. You will be invited to suggest other topics 
later. This is YOUR class.

# Choice of Topics Vote

1 The Culture of Fear: Why we are afraid of the wrong things

2 Issues in Modern Japan

3 Religious Belief: What and why do people believe?

4 Issues in Education

5 Critical Thinking and Skeptical Inquiry: How can we use critical 
thinking to be more skeptical?



Course Assessment

Attendance:  20% 
Maximum 3 absences allowed. 
Students arriving 10 minutes late marked late. 
30 minutes late = absent. 
2 lates = 1 absence.
         
Class participation: 20%    
Reports and assignments: 20% (Homework/Blog/Writing) 
Mid-term tests/Quizzes: 20%       
Final test: 20% 

Important: Students should participate fully.  Homework should be handed in on time. If 
you miss a class, it is your responsibility to find out about class assignments or homework 
from myself or another student.

Dale Ward:   dward@mail.doshisha.ac.jp

About our Class Blog

You can find the blog here:  http://ideasandissues.wordpress.com/

During the course you should write at least 5 blog posts on our class blog. Posts should be 
related to course content. You can also add images and videos to your posts. You should 
write comments on your classmates’ entries.

In order to use the blog, please do this as soon as possible:

1. Send an email to:  thinkcrit@gmail.com
    Please include your first name, family name and email address.

2. After that you will receive an email inviting you to sign up for a WordPress.com account. 
Sign up for an account by filling in:

a)  A Blog Address (make one up, any is ok)   
b)  Your Username (it will appear on blog, under your posts)
c)  Your password 
d)  Your email address

3. Then I will add you to the blog as an author. You will receive an email from 
WordPress.com. Click the link to activate your membership of the blog.
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